
 
 
 

 
 



America to China 
By Sienna W. 

 
Chapter 1 
Packing 

 
It was finally the day that Sienna Chen was taking a road trip 

to the Denver airport to take a flight to China to see her 
grandparents 

“I’m so excited to see grandma and grandpa!” said Sienna.  
Sienna was a thirteen year old that had two other brothers 

named Connor which was eleven, and Chase who was nine. She 
had golden brown hair that got natural highlights in the summer and 
hazel eyes that glowed when the light hit them.  

“Me too” said Connor. Connor was a little bit younger than 
Sienna. He also had brown hair that was short and darker than 
Siennas and eyes that almost looked black because of their dark 
brown color.  

“I can't wait to be on the airplane and see grandma and 
grandpa.” said Chase. “I can’t wait to be on an airplane and go to 
China for the first time.”  

Chase was 9 years old with brown hair. He had light blue eyes 
that looked like the sky. All of the kids where tan and had bruises all 
over their shins and arms because of all the sports they played. 
They were going to China for the first time because they never had 
enough money for the trip and it was a long ways away. 

“Alright kids let’s get in the car and go,” said mom. “I wanted 
to be on the road by now. Hurry up.”  

“Ok mom, calm down!” Sienna yelled up to her. 
“We’ll be in the car waiting for you,” said Connor.  

 
 



They went to the car with their phones, blankets, pillows, 
chargers, and snacks. This was going to be the longest time they 
had been traveling or staying somewhere they hadn’t been before.  

“I’m kinda nervous!” said Chase. 
“Don’t be, it’ll be fun. We’ll get to see grandma and grandpa 

and go to a place that we have never been before so we can learn 
new things, and we can eat lots of food,” said Sienna. 

“Ok that does sound like a lot of fun!” agreed Chase. “But 
what if the plane crashed or our car breaks down while we’ll driving”  

Before Sienna could reply mom and dad opened the door with 
lots of luggage and other essentials for the trip. 

“Alright we are finally done packing and we can get on the 
road to Denver and get on that airplane,” said mom shaking her 
head. 

“Finally mom you took like ten million hours!” said Chase. 
“I know, now let’s go” said mom in an annoyed voice. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Chapter 2 
The Crash 

 
After the family had a very long time on the road trip and 

airplane, they finally landed in Beijing Capital International Airport. 
Then they had to drive one hour to grandma and grandpa’s house. 

“Why don’t they print stuff with normal letters instead of these 
weird symbols?” asked Connor as he coughed several times. “Plus 
the air is so dirty here in China that I can hardly breathe.”  

“These all mean different words that we have in America, but 
are written differently. I grew up here so I know what they mean,” 
said mom. 

¨Why do they have to live so far away?” moaned Chase. “Look 
at all of these houses. Couldn’t they just live in one of these? 
They’re so much closer.” 

“We are almost there. We only have 15 more minutes till we 
get there. Calm down please,” said mom annoyed. 

 Chase had been saying that since they got off the plane. 
Mom turned around to talk to Chase. When she talks to people she 
likes to look at them. 

 Out of the corner of her eye she saw lots of brake lights from 
a traffic jam and a huge line of cars. Too late,  BAM!! Mom ran into 
the last car in the line at full speed. The airbags deployed and the 
kids were crying. 

The police, ambulance, and the fire department was already 
dealing with the crash that was holding up the line in the first place. 
They heard about the crash and about half of them came. They 
soon realized that they needed all of the police, fireman, and the 
ambulances to come and help with the crash because they knew 
the parents were dead.  There were 3 kids in the car screaming, 
crying and panicking. The officials took the children to the hospital 
where they would be further checked for any injuries. Sienna had a 
broken leg. Her shin had a long deep crack in its bone and the other 

 
 



two boys had really bad concussions.The medics tried to give them 
directions, but they only could understand a little of what they said. 
In what seemed to be a blur, hours passed and they were in the 
hospital. 

“Ow ow ow ow ow ow ow ow,” said Sienna gripping her leg to 
find out that it had a heavy, purple cast on it that said “feel better” on 
it wrote in permanent ink. 

“Does anyone remember what happened because my head 
hurts and I certainly don’t,” moaned Connor rubbing his head in 
circular motions closing his eyes tight trying to remember what had 
happened. 

“Where is mom and dad?” asked Chase worried. At that 
moment a nurse came in and interrupted the conversation between 
the siblings. 

“I’m so sorry to tell you but when your mom hit the back of the 
truck they died because of the impact,” she said in English so they 
understood. 

“What!” yelled the siblings holding back the tears that came to 
their eyes when they heard the news. 

“This can’t be happening, no no no no no! We can’t survive 
without mom and dad!” yelled Sienna crying, “We’re going to die 
without them here” 

“No you won’t” said the nurse coming over and hugging each 
one of the kids one at a time. “We will take care of you until you are 
mostly better and you have someone to go to.” 

“We have someone to go to,” said Connor. “Our grandma and 
grandpa.” 

“Oh Yeah! That’s the entire reason we’re here right now. We 
are supposed to be visiting our grandma and grandpa,” Sienna said. 

“Great we can look them up and send you to them as soon as 
possible” said the nurse excited and smiling. 

“Ok “ said the siblings.  

 
 



“At least we don’t have to stay here and we can stay in a 
house,” mumbled Connor. 

“You’re right” said Sienna. “At least we have a grown up to 
take care of us!”.  

After the doctors and nurses found the grandparents 
information, they called them to tell them what had happened. 

“You’re kidding right?” said grandma through the phone 
“Why would we call you to prank you about your family 

members getting in a serious situation where they died!” exclaimed 
the nurse. 

“You’re right,” said the grandparents and told them their 
address so they could send the kids there. 

The nurses kept the kids at the hospital for a few more hours 
before sending them to their grandparents house. 

After the few hours had passed they drove the kids to the 
house. It was about a half an hour drive to the house. The kids were 
very surprised at how different the grandparents house was. It was 
much cleaner than their house and a lot of plates and decorations 
were made out of glass. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Chapter 3 
Adapting  

 
“Wow,” I said.  
“Why does it look so much different than our house?” How 

come it doesn't even have a paper plate in it. It’s all glass!” Chase 
said confused. 

“Because we’re in China, and because usually made out of all 
china glass!” explained grandma. “It’s a very fragile type of pottery, 
painted to look beautiful” 

The grandparents spoke only a little English with a Chinese 
accent. 

“Why do you have so much of it?” asked Connor. “It’s only 
painted glass.” 

“Well it’s very special and rare type of glass,” said grandma 
“It’s usually only found in or around China.” 
“What makes it so special? To me it just painted glass that I 

could get at Target or something,” Connor said. 
“Target? What’s Target?” grandpa asked. 
“You guys don’t know because you haven’t learned about it 

yet.” explained Sienna. “China glass is a very fragile type of glass 
that is made in a huge factory where hundreds of people work. They 
First mold the clay into a shape that the creator wants. Then they 
wait for it to dry and then they paint it!”  

“Ok?” said the boys. 
“Whatever, you’ll learn about it someday,” said Sienna. 
Grandma said, “You had long day, doctors said that you 

should rest and not talk about accident. He said it take time to heal.” 
She hugged each of them tightly as she cried.  
That night the family had noodles and went to bed in the same 

bedroom on the same mattress because the grandparents only had 
three bedrooms and one blow-up mattress because they didn’t have 
a lot of money, and they had a small house. 

 
 



The kids slept very uncomfortably that night. They were all so 
used to having their own bed and their own sheets so they were all 
tossing and turning through the night. 

The next morning wasn’t that much better because Sienna 
was still trying to figure out how to use the crutches the proper way, 
and the boys were always complaining about their heads hurting. 
They had some weird rice cereal that tasted horrible. 

“This tastes disgusting,” said Chase.  
“Yeah why does it taste like this?” agreed Connor. 
“It’s tastes weird because it’s different and you’ve never had it 

before. It doesn’t have all the sugar like cereal at home. But I will 
agree that it doesn’t taste good at all,” said Sienna. 

“You guys will get something tomorrow that hopefully tastes a 
little bit better,” said grandpa shaking his head. 

“Ok,” said Chase and the three of them ran off into their room 
to play with the old dolls and toys that were left in there from mom’s 
childhood. 

As days went by the household got smoother. Sienna learned 
how to work her crutches, and Connor and Chases headaches got 
better. They had adapted to their new life in China and enjoyed 
learning and finding ways how China was much different than 
America. The kids taught the grandparents English words and the 
grandparents the kids Chinese words. Though there were days 
where the tragedy of the death of the kids’ parents made everyone 
sad and cry. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 



Chapter 4 
The Mysterious Dude 

 
One day the family was on the couch and they were watching 

a funny TV show when it all the sudden switched off and the news 
came on and was set to a very unusual channel. 

“And now we have the president of China and what his 
explanation for the wall is” said Li. Li was a young man and had 
black hair and brown eyes. He was an anchor for the news. 

“Well” said the president. “I wanted to build a wall to ensure 
our safety and so other people from other countries don’t come to 
our county and try to start a war.” 

“That’s so stupid,” said grandma.  
She had heard about the wall because it was on the 

newspaper and it explained how the wall was going to be built with 
other people’s money. Grandma did not agree with this and many 
other people didn’t either.  

However, there weren’t protests out on the street and there 
weren’t signs that people were holding that did not agree with the 
plan. There were stories on how they were going to do it and how 
long it will take and how costly it will be. Sienna thought this was 
very strange because there was no reason to build a wall because 
there hadn’t been an attack in years and no one was planning on 
ambushing them.  

“Maybe”  she thought,“Maybe he’s just doing this so he could 
get attention because no one if they were smart would just use 
people’s money like that.” She shouted it out loud.  She shouted it 
so loud that the neighbors could hear it. The family looked up from 
what they were doing and stared at Sienna.  

Grandma closed the curtains, bowed, and said to her 
neighbors in Chinese, “So sorry, they came from the U.S.”  

“That’s totally what’s happening because no one does that.” 
said Connor. 

 
 



“That’s totally what’s happening” said Chase 
“That’s the exact same thing Connor just said!” replied Sienna. 
“I know” said Chase. 
“Then why did you say it?” asked Sienna 
“Because I wanted to.”replied Chase 
“Guys stop it let’s stay on topic. The president is dumb and 

selfish. He’s being very greedy. He doesn’t deserve to be 
president!” yelled Chase. 

“They should impeach him,” said Connor. 
Grandpa interrupted, “Careful there, you can get lots of trouble 

when say that here. This not U.S. where say whatever you want.” 
They all agreed that the president was wrong about the idea 

of building a very long and expensive wall that did not need to be 
there. 

 
The next day, Chase woke up first and tried to be quiet, but of 

course being Chase he tripped over a toy and went rolling down the 
stairs. When he got down the stairs he tripped again and batted a 
pot and it fell to the ground.  

“CHASE!” Sienna yelled “I’m trying to sleep” 
“I’m sorry, I tried to be quiet but I tripped and then this 

happened” Chase said crying. 
“Guys it’s ok” said grandma “Now come down here and eat 

some cereal.”  
“OK” Sienna said and they all came over to the table for some 

breakfast.  
“I’m sorry for waking all of you up and making the house a 

disaster.” said Chase. 
“It’s ok, just please don’t do it again!” said Sienna. 
“Ok I won’t” Chase said and they finished their breakfast.  
That day Sienna spent almost the entire day in her bedroom 

thinking of a plan to stop the president from building this wall. She 
researched him and researched him and researched him. However 

 
 



most everything was blocked or praised their leader and his plans. 
Finally, she hacked past the Chinese government firewall and she 
found his location (which wasn’t that far from her grandparents 
house), his age, and how much this wall was going to cost. She 
made a sign to protest the wall. Sienna told her grandma and 
grandpa and her brothers.  

Grandma said, “No you can’t bring that outside the house!” 
“But you said that the wall was a stupid idea,” said Connor.  
“It is ok to think it, but everyone not need to know everything 

think or feel. Americans think world spins around each person. 
Make so much noise. In China we think greatest good for everyone 
first,” said grandma. 

“That’s stupid. If you and your neighbors feel that way about 
the wall and don’t speak up then nothing will ever get changed!” 
hollered Sienna. 

“Keep your voice down. Must be patient, things change for 
better over time, you’ll see,” said grandma calmly. 

“It is not fair, we each have our rights. Sis, let’s go and stand 
up for once,” said Connor. 

Grandpa stood in front of the door and gave the kids the stern 
parent look. “I love you too much to throw away your lives. You 
don’t understand, guards take you, disappear forever!” 

“Then we’ll change China!” exclaimed Sienna. 
  
Connor and Sienna pushed their grandpa out of the way. They 

sprinted down the street.  
Their grandma and grandpa yelled, “Come back! Please!” 
  
 
After running 15 minutes, they slowed down. 
Connor asked, “Do you think grandma and grandpa are right? 
“Maybe. How about you hide and take pictures of me so that 

you have proof if anything bad happens to me,” said Sienna. 

 
 



“Well um,” mumbled Connor 
“I thought you wanted to protest?” 
“I guess so.” 
Thirty minutes later they arrived in front of a large gated 

palace. It was big and had lots of little details on the paint 
surrounding the house. Sienna took out her sign while Connor hid 
behind a large statue with his cell phone in hand.  

“No wall, no wall!” shouted Sienna. 
“Excuse me miss” said one of the guards stopping her at the 

front gate of the very white and modern house. 
“This is for the president only,” he said. 
“I am here to see the president and talk to him about this wall 

he is building and I would like to talk to him about how much it will 
cost and why he is building it,” demanded Sienna. 

“Ok then” they said and let Sienna inside following her to 
make sure she wasn’t with anyone else. 

“Does anyone know where the president is?” asked one of the 
security guards. 

“He is in the basement planning,” said another security guard 
through his walky talky. 

They went down to the basement and to a room with a locked 
door with a keypad. He punched in a quick code.  

“He is just inside here,” said the guard. 
As Sienna got through the doorway to a completely empty 

room, the guard pushed her to the floor and slammed the door shut.  
After a while, Connor was still outside the palace waiting for 

his sister to come back. He soon realized that his grandparents 
were right and they shouldn’t have tried to protest. Connor sent the 
photos of Sienna to his best friend that lived in the US. He told him 
to send it anywhere he could, social media and to his other friends.  

After about an hour of waiting the post had gotten three 
thousand, nine hundred and seven retweets. A lot of people tagged 
the US news people. Surprisingly they replied! They emailed 

 
 



Connors friend and asked him if it was ok for the pictures to be on 
the news. Of course he replied yes. 

Sienna had been in the bsaement room for what seemed to 
be forever. Really it had only been one hour and thirty minutes. 
WHOOSH!! The doors of the basement opened and a breeze of 
fresh cold air that felt so good on Sienna’s hot face. 

“So you wanna protest about the wall huh!” said the president. 
“Yes I do, but I don’t want to fight with you” said Sienna. “I just 

wanted to ask you a few questions about the wall. First, why are you 
building this wall? 

“Because I want to” smirked the president. 
“That isn’t an answer. Why are you building this wall” Sienna 

asked again. 
“I want to build this wall because if there is an attack then the 

wall will warn them and hold them back so everyone can evacuate. 
“But there hasn’t been an attack in years and I did my 

research and no one is planning on it. 
“Well you never know!” said the president. 
“Next, How much is the wall going to cost and how are you 

going to get the money?” asked Sienna. 
“None of your business” said the president. 
“So are you raising OUR taxes so that YOU can pay for this 

STUPID WALL????” asked Sienna getting frustrated.  
“NO I’M NOT!!!” yelled the president. 
“THEN WHAT ARE YOU DOING!?!?” yelled Sienna! 
“GET OUT OF MY HOUSE, GET OUT OF MY COUNTRY, 

AND TAKE YOUR STUPID FAMILY WITH YOU!!” screamed the 
president. 

“Oh I will” said Sienna and walked out of the basement and 
out the front door of the house. 

 

 
 



“Sienna are you ok? You took forever! Hurry we gotta get 
back to grandma and grandpa’s house.” said Connor grabbing 
Sienna’s arm trying to pull her down the street.  

“Yeah I’m fine it’s just that that stupid president said that we 
have to get out of the county, and that we have to move to 
somewhere that isn’t here and it’s applies for the entire family. So 
we better get home so we can tell grandma and grandpa.” said 
Sienna. 

“WE! Yelled Connor. “THIS IS ALL OF YOUR FAULT I 
DIDN’T GO IN THERE! THIS IS YOUR FAULT I ONLY AGREED 
TO IT TO MAKE YOU HAPPY.  Have fun telling them!” said Connor 
running away. 

“Connor wait!” screamed Sienna. 
She ran after Connor but soon realized that he wouldn’t stop 

so Sienna walked the rest of the way. 
When she finally got home she went to grandma and grandpa 

and told them the news. 
“I told you not to do it and you did it anyways.” said grandma. 
“Well I guess we should start packing.” Said grandpa and 

that’s exactly what they did. 
 

TO BE CONTINUED….  

 
 
  

 

 
 


